
“No one can predict the future (in terms of the type of fuel used by transportation 
vehicles)… it may natural gas, maybe it will be hydrogen, maybe it will be elec-
tricity. No one here knows for sure. But all we know is that whatever it is, it will be 
an improvement (over petroleum.) We should work to achieve it, and we should 
work together to make sure that day comes sooner than later.”  

The above statement, from former New York Governor George E. 
Pataki, which he included in his closing comments during the Keynote 
Panel Discussion at GLICCC’s 16th Annual Advancing the Choice Confer-
ence, was a fitting way to sum up the spirit of the day. Governor Pataki 
was part of a keynote panel discussion which focused on the benefits of 
compressed natural gas (CNG) municipal fleets.  

In 2006, working in a public/private partnership, New York State, the 
Town of Smithtown and Clean Energy put in place the first 100% com-
pressed natural gas fueled refuse collection fleet outside of the State of 
California, cutting collection costs improving local air quality. This ex-
tremely successful project is now used as a model around the nation. The 
panel discussed the project from inception through completion. 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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As I write this letter, I know many of you are still dealing with the severe effects of Superstorm Sandy and the 
nor’easter that followed. The one-two punch had such a devastating impact on Long Island and the Northeast. 
Many of our homes and businesses have been significantly affected. The thoughts of the Board of Directors, the 
Executive Committee and our stakeholders are with you as you work to rebuild.  

The Greater Long Island Clean Cities Coalition is wrapping up another successful year. Here are just some of 
the highlights: 

 In October GLICCC held its 16th annual ATC Conference. This event, which featured a panel discussion 
about CNG and included former New York Governor George Pataki and Clean Energy CEO Andrew Little-
fair, matched the financial success of last year’s conference, which will go a long way to offsetting our oper-
ating costs. Thanks to all of our generous contributors. And thanks to all those who volunteered their time. 
Special thanks to Clean Energy for their assistance putting together the keynote panel. 

 In May we held our second annual GLICCC Golf Outing. We had a great day of golf and networking. Again, 
with the generosity of our stakeholders, we were able to show a profit. We hope to make the 2013 GLICCC 
Golf Outing an even greater success.  

 In 2012 we saw the opening of three more CNG fueling stations on Long Island. These stations were funded 
through the ARRA Grant we received from the Department of Energy. GLICCC held Grand Opening 
events with the Town of Oyster Bay and Suffolk County to celebrate the completion of the projects. Both 
were well attended and received media coverage. Thanks to Congressman Steve Israel and Nassau County 
Executive Ed Mangano for sending representatives from their offices to be with us at the Oyster Bay open-
ing. Thanks also to Congressman Tim Bishop for attending our Suffolk County opening. 

 In addition to these stations being completed, the majority of the vehicles funded through our ARRA grant 
are now on the road, serving the community, lowering harmful emissions  in our region and helping us re-
duce our nation’s dependence on foreign petroleum 

 In the spring, GLICCC held its 2nd Electric Vehicle workshop. Stakeholders were invited to attend to listen 
to presentations from representatives of diverse group of EV companies. The event was well attended and 
generated a lot of interesting conversation. Thanks to National Grid for again hosting our event at their 
Training Center in Melville. 

 
We won’t soon forget Superstorm Sandy and the impact it has had on Long Island. It’s hard to find a good side 
to events such as these, but I have heard it said that oftentimes what we’ve lost makes us appreciate even more 
what we have.  

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors and Executive Committee, I wish you all the best for 
a blessed holiday and a happy, healthy and prosperous 2013. 

 

Dominick A. Longobardi 



On October 16th, GLICCC received the exciting news from the Department of 
Energy that the coalition had been awarded an honorable mention nationally for 
2011 for Greatest Displacement of Petroleum Using CNG. This means that 
GLICCC came in third place out of more than 90 coalitions! 

In addition, the coalition 
came in fifth place na-
tionally for overall fuel 
displacement. 

Thanks to all of our 
stakeholders for their 
support and hard work – 
this award would not be 
possible without the ef-
forts of everyone. 

An award such as this is 
recognition of the dedi-
cation and work of eve-
ryone involved in the co-
alition. We congratulate 
you on your commit-
ment to alternative fuels 
and to reducing our na-
tion's dependence on 
foreign oil. 

We have a posted copy of the letter from the D.O.E. on our website. Here is a link 
to the letter – 

 

http://www.gliccc.org/category/news/  
 
Thank you. 
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Preparing For Annual Report 2012 

It’s that time of year again! (And we don’t mean the holidays!) 

Each year, GLICCC prepares an Annual Report to present to the Clean Cities program. The An-
nual Report is a crucial gauge of how well the coalition is doing in its efforts to reduce the use 
of petroleum in our region. It is carefully scrutinized by the Clean Cities program and the De-
partment of Energy. 

GLICCC needs to collect as much data as possible from our stakeholders in order to provide the 
most accurate information about alternative fuels and vehicles being used in our area. In January 
we will be sending out an email to all stakeholders requesting information about their alterna-
tive fuel vehicles, fuel use, 
etc. We ask that you pro-
vide us with accurate infor-
mation by the requested 
deadline so we can include 
it in our annual report.  

We have posted a copy of 
the Annual Report on our 
website. Here is a link to 
last year’s report –  http://
www.gliccc.org/2012/04/
clean-cities-2011-annual-
report/  
GLICCC needs the support 
of all stakeholders in order 
to prepare our Annual Re-
port. 

Thank you in advance for 
your help with this project. 

http://www.gliccc.org/2012/04/clean-cities-2011-annual-report/
http://www.gliccc.org/2012/04/clean-cities-2011-annual-report/
http://www.gliccc.org/2012/04/clean-cities-2011-annual-report/
http://www.gliccc.org/2012/04/clean-cities-2011-annual-report/
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GLICCC’s Stakeholder For November 2012 

In each issue of our newsletter, GLICCC uses this 
space to celebrate the achievements of one of our 
stakeholders. For this issue, we would like to celebrate 
the achievements of many of them.  

 

In the wake of super-storm Sandy in late October and 
the nor’easter that followed in 
early November, our entire re-
gion was impacted.  Whether it 
was loss of power, downed trees, 
wind or water damage, each of us 
felt the effects of the storm.  

Immediately following the storms 
– and frequently, during the 
storms – many of our stakehold-
ers went into action to aid and 
rebuild the community.  

 

First responders, sanitation workers, utility workers, 
county, town and village employees all jumped into ac-
tion to protect people and property – often as their own 
homes were feeling the same impacts. Countless men 

and women worked hundreds of 
hours to begin the rebuilding 
process. 

 

GLICCC, speaking for its family 
of stakeholders, and larger fami-
ly of Long Island, would like to 
express our gratitude to all of 
you who worked so tirelessly to 
help when we needed it most.  

For this issue, all of you who have done so much to help 
Long Island, are our Stakeholder of the Month.  
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Gliccc’s 16th Annual Advancing The Choice Conference Cont. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
In addition to Governor 
Pataki, the Keynote Pan-
el on Natural Gas fea-
tured Andrew J. Little-
fair, President and CEO 
of Clean Energy, Patrick 
R. Vecchio, Supervisor 
of the Town of Smith-
town, and Russell K. 
Barnett, Environmental 
Director of The Town of 
Smithtown. Joanna Un-
derwood of Energy Vi-
sion served as the Moderator. 

Speaking of the significant impact that the project has had on the alternative fuel industry, Andrew Littlefair 
stated, “(Five years ago) Smithtown’s 22 trucks were the first outside of California to go to natural gas. To-
day, in the northeast, there are 1,000 natural gas refuse trucks. This year alone, in the northeast region, 600 
natural gas trucks will be added.” He continued, “In 2008, 3% of the new trash trucks purchased in the Unit-
ed States were natural gas (150 vehicles). This year, 55% of all the trash trucks purchased in the U.S. are nat-
ural gas (over 4,000). Next year, 65% will be natural gas.” 

The theme for the conference was Alternative Fuels – Securing Our Future. In addition to the panel discussion, 
there were interesting presentations on a number of topics. Jim Smith of Stony Brook University discussed 
the university’s alternative fuel fleet, the Advanced Energy Center as well as giving a preview of their up-

coming Advanced Energy Confer-
ence 2012 (now re-scheduled to 
April 30 – May 1, 2013). Rita 
Ebert, GLICCC’s Program Coor-
dinator, provided an update on the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Clean Cities program.  

The Keynote Panel, along with members of the Executive Committee. 

Left, Governor Pataki, NYC Dept. of Sanitation driver Wayne Carrier and Andrew Littlefair. 
Above right, Rita Ebert, Barry Allan and Dominick Longobardi. Below right, ATC Conference.  

ATC Photo Credits: 

ATC photographs (except as 
noted) by: Lisa Mueller, Celebri-
ty Entertainment. Photograph on 
page 7, bottom right, by: Patrice 
Radowitz. 



In the Alternative Fuel Technologies section of the program there were four presentations: David Scheiren, 
of EmPower Solar, who discussed the synergies between EVs and solar power, Courtney Bozic of Clean 
Fuels Consulting and Frank McCabe of Cameron Engineering, who gave a presentation about E-85 and bio-
diesel, and Joanna Underwood, of Energy Vision, who spoke about renewable natural gas (RNG). In the 
Funding and Incentives portion, Matt Laurita of the EPA discussed the DERA Rebate Program for school bus 
replacements, and Patrick Bolton of NYSERDA spoke about the Authority’s funding and incentives. All of 
the presentations from the conference are available on GLICCC’s website: http://www.gliccc.org/
category/events/.   

In addition to the informative presentations, awards were presented to stakeholders who have made substan-
tial contributions to the Coalition and the alternative fuel movement on Long Island. Environmental Leader-
ship Awards were presented to both the Town of Oyster Bay and Suffolk County. The Trailblazer Award was 
given to both Rides Unlimited & Family Residences and Essential 
Enterprises, Inc. The Environmental Excellence (The Green Heart) 
Award was given to Michael Nettesheim of Syosset Truck. The 
GLICCC Individual Achievement Award was presented to Barry Al-
len, a former chairman of the coalition.  

Outside, GLICCC again featured an alternative fuel vehicle display. 
More than 40 utility companies, dealerships, municipalities and pri-
vate businesses brought vehicles of all sizes and fuel types to display.   

The 16th Annual Advancing the Choice Conference was a great suc-
cess for the coalition. 
Thanks to the sup-
port of our stake-
holders, we again matched the financial success of last year’s 
conference, which will help offset coalition expenses. A spe-
cial thanks to Clean Energy for their invaluable assistance in 
helping us put together the keynote panel discussion.  

In closing the panel discussion, Governor Pataki included a 
bit of humor. 
“When you’re 
out way ahead 
of the curve,” 
he said, while 

discussing local, state and national policies, “people are not sure 
if you’re a visionary or a lunatic! And sometimes, when you 
look at these ideas, you’re not sure if you’re a visionary or a 
lunatic!” His ending, though, was heartfelt – and a mission for 
all in attendance. “Try to look to the future and see how you 
can advance technology and innovation in a way that benefits all 
of society.” A worthy goal, for the coalition, and for all of us. 
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Robert Budd of F.R.E.E., second from left, and 
Robert Quinn of Rides Unlimited, third from right. 

Green Heart winner Michael Nettesheim of 
Syosset Truck, second from right. 

Michael Cipriano of Oyster Bay, third from right, and 
Dorian Dale of Suffolk County, second from right. 

http://www.gliccc.org/category/events/
http://www.gliccc.org/category/events/
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NETWORKING MAGAZINE COVER STORY FOR GLICCC 

The September issue of Networking Magazine featured a cover story on GLICCC. The article, entitled GLICCC: 
Greater Long Island Clean Cities Coalition Works For a Clean Future, was written by Christine D. Giordano with pho-
tos by Miranda Gatewood.  

The article gave extensive coverage of GLICCC’s history, goals and successes, in particular the CNG stations and 
vehicles provided through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant GLICCC received in 2009. 
The story included quotes from Town of Hempstead Supervisor Kate Murray, Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor John 
Venditto and Congressman Tim Bishop. 

The article featured several photos of GLICCC Chairman Dominick A. Longobardi and Program Coordinator Rita 
D. Ebert, along with a group photo of the GLICCC staff, interns and several members of the Executive Committee. 

WE have posted the article on our website. Here is the link to the article – 

http://www.gliccc.org/category/news/  
GLICCC would like to offer its thanks to Networking Magazine for the terrific coverage of the work we are doing 
and the exposure it has brought to the coalition.  

http://www.gliccc.org/category/news/


QUESTION OF THE MONTH 

Question of the Month: Which states have adopted the California Air Resources Board (CARB) aftermarket conversion certification 
requirements? 
 

Answer: In the United States, all aftermarket conversion systems (except pure battery electric vehicles) must meet current applicable 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) standards. EPA instituted these standards to assure that a vehicle’s tailpipe emissions 
do not increase as a result of the conversion. For more information on EPA standards for vehicle and engine conversions, please 
refer to the EPA Alternative Fuel Conversion website (http://epa.gov/otaq/consumer/fuels/altfuels/altfuels.htm). 
 

CARB has set its own standards for alternative fuel conversion systems, which are more stringent than those of EPA. Manufacturers 
that wish to sell aftermarket conversion systems for use in California must meet CARB standards and obtain approval from CARB. 
While EPA accepts all CARB certifications to meet their standards, EPA certificates of conformity and tampering exemptions are not 
required by CARB and cannot take the place of CARB certification. 

In addition to impacting the sale and use of aftermarket conver-
sion systems in California, the CARB conversion standards also 
impact some of the 13 other states that have adopted CARB’s 
overall motor vehicle emissions regulations. The table below 
shows the states that have adopted CARB’s vehicle emissions 
standards in whole or in part. It also indicates whether each state 
enforces EPA or CARB aftermarket conversion standards. 
 

For more information about CARB aftermarket conversion certifi-
cation, please refer to the following resources: 

 CARB Alternative Fuel Retrofit Systems Program:http://
www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/aftermkt/altfuel/altfuel.htm 
 o This website links to a list of certified alternative fuel 

retrofit systems. 

 CARB Aftermarket Parts Database of Executive Orders: http://
www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/aftermkt/devices/amquery.php 
 o This database includes information about conversion 

systems that have been granted exemptions to emissions control 
system-anti-tampering regulations by CARB. 
 
Also refer to the following resources for information about the re-
quirements in other states that enforce CARB conversion stand-

ards: 
 

 Maryland 
o Maryland Statutes, Environment Code 2-1101 through 2-1108 (http://mlis.state.md.us/) 

 NewYork 
o New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Regulations, Chapter III – Air Resources, Part 218 

(http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/2492.html) 

 New Jersey 
o State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Memorandum on Aftermarket Conversion Systems 

for Alternative Fuels 

 Pennsylvania 
o Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Air Quality Policy on Clean Alternative Fuel 

Conversion Systems (http://files.dep.state.pa.us/AboutDEP/AboutDEPPortalFiles/RemarksAndTestimonies/
NaturalGasVehicleConversionSystems/PCVConversionPolicyFinal.pdf) 
 

For general information about conversion regulations, visit the Alternative Fuels Data Center Conversion Regulations page (http://
www.afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/conversions_regulations.html). Also see the NGVAmerica Aftermarket Conversion Systems: EPA and 
CARB Regulations website (http://www.ngvc.org/gov_policy/fed_regs/fed_AfterMarket.html). 
 

Clean Cities Technical Response Service Team 
 

technicalresponse@icfi.com 

800-254-6735 

State 
Conversion Standards En-

forced 
California CARB 
Connecticut EPA 
District of Columbia EPA 
Maine EPA 
Maryland CARB 
Massachusetts EPA 
New Jersey CARB (but also accepts EPA) 
New Mexico EPA 
New York CARB 
Oregon EPA 
Pennsylvania CARB (but also accepts EPA) 
Rhode Island EPA 
Vermont EPA 
Washington EPA 
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Advanced Energy Center, Suite 209 

1000 Innovation Road 

Stony Brook, NY 11794-6044 

Phone: 631-504-5771 

Fax: 631-504-5757 

E-mail: info@gliccc.org 

For more information, please visit The 

Greater Long Island Clean Cities 

Coalition’s Website at http://gliccc.org/. 

You can also  like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/gliccc, and you can 

follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/

gliccc. Our blog, which publishes 

GLICCC’s Stakeholder of the Month, as 

well as other pertinent articles, can be 

found at http://gliccc.wordpress.com. 

This newsletter was created by the staff of The Greater Long Island Clean Cities Coalition. If you have questions or 
concerns, please contact us at info@gliccc.org  or 631-504-5771.  
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